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The Grand Mattress...  
Dear Hashers,  

 

òForm a circle!ó or should that be òGather round!ó Iõll get it right one day. 

Welcome to the Singapore Hash House Harriets 2000 th  run!  Thatõs an awful lot of running over the past 38 years! 

I hope you have fun celebrating this momentous event with us.   

 

As a relative newcomer to the Harriets and Singapore I am not an expert on the history of the Harriets.  My 

first run having only been in December 2008 and what a memorable run it was.  After several months of cajoling 

by Stiffy, a long time Harriet, as to the many reasons why I should try hashing, despite the fact that I hated 

running, my husband and I took the plunge together and came to a hash. (Just to stop the nagging mind!)  It was 

going well and I was really enjoying the fact that I could just stop running whenever I wanted to  - I really did not 

like running.  About half way through my husband started complaining about having hurt his foot.   Being the loving 

wife that I am I ignored him and continued running/walking till the end.  He was still complaining in the circle so 

we iced his foot and gave him a beer ð the best cure possible.  However a week later he was still complaining about 

how sore it was.  Please note he hadnõt been to the doctor yet, as he preferred to suffer quietly, well not that 

quietly! He finally had an x -ray and discovered he had broken his metatarsal! Well, need I say more apart from 

that he has never been to another hash since! I however, three years on, have to finally admit that Stiffy was 

right (donõt tell him), hashing is a lot of fun, the Harriets are open and friendly people who enjoy running, walking, 

drinking and eating together.  

 

Thirty eight years ago the founding member, Caryl Gurney and other early members, such as Annabell Tame, 

Audrey Holloway, Elizabeth O'Rourke, Alena Tichy and Mary Jane Douglas like us wanted to enjoy themselves run-

ning.  Previously hashing had just been for the men, but these strong women decide it was time for the girls to 

have some fun.  So we must thank them for starting this great tradition known as the Harriets.  Mary Jane by the 

way is still a member and for that we would like to honour her by making her a lifetime honorary member. Also 

today we are honoured to have Ratnam Narayanasamy with us who, on Wednesday 17th October 1973, set the 

first ever Singapore Hash House Harriet run, so thank you Ratnam for starting the whole ball rolling and for join-

ing us with our celebrations today.  

 

I would also like to, say a big thank you to todayõs hares for setting such exciting and challenging runs.  The hares 

of the long run, Big Head and Virginia Slim, are renowned for their òinterestingó and usually òwetó runs. Shoe 

Shopper and Wet Patch, the hares of the medium run confidently said a few weeks ago, òIt is sorted!  It will be 

challenging! Just over an hour.ó Letõs hope it wonõt be any longer as we donõt want to be late for the circle. And 

never short of a word or two, Ugly Bum, the hare of the short run said, òIt will be a 

good walkerõs run and nobody will get lost!ó  (We hope!).  Ad-Nauseum was also a hare 

for the short run, but somehow he never managed to a word in.  

 

Of course such an event could never take place without the generosity of sponsors, 

so a big thank you to KC Dat and Boo from BMC Insurance for sponsoring those fab-

ulous t -shir t s. Thank you, Loose Change f or  t hat  bot t le of  vodka ð yes t hat  f r uit  is 

alcoholic! Also thank you to Handbag, Virginia Slim and Slocum for each sponsoring a 

half a keg of beer ð so drink up!   

 

On that note ð on, on, on! 

 

Wet Brazilian  
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From Our Founder  
 

Many many congratulations on reaching 2000 runs, 

something few Hash Chapters have accomplished.  In 

the very early days such an achievement would not have 

occurred to us as we were too busy just trying to keep 

the Singapore Harriets going, and introducing new 

Members to the joys of kampong dogs and shiggy, as 

well as getting out the Hash Notice in one form or an-

other.  So it is to the great credit of all Harriets, past 

and present, that it has gone from strength to strength 

resulting in this celebration.  At this stage it would be 

churlish not to mention the great support of the men, 

although I am pleased to see that they know their 

place, ie not on the Committee. Unfortunately I shall 

not be there to share the day, but will raise a glass of 

Tiger to you on the 22nd.  However I shall be in Singa-

pore with my worst half next February, where appar-

ently he will be attending a small celebration by the Singapore Men for some minor landmark.  Never-

theless my landmark on that trip will be your Run on 22 February where I hope to meet as many of you 

as possible, new and old, and continue my global Hashing career of 38 years.  

 

So congratulations once again.  Have a great time.  On On.  Caryl Gurney (Mrs G)  

[Editorõs license]:  our GM has failed to elaborate on how 

she got her name, and sadly our historical record is sadly 

lacking in the requisite details.  She was named, while 

still at visitor, at run # 1860, 25th February 2009, at 

Dempsey Road.  The circle report states:  

 

Stiffy noticed a visitor had to leave early tonight due to 
a thigh injury. From running? No, playing Nintendo! Loret-
ta comes in as a half Brazillian to receive. Not a bad Hash 
name actually.  
 

The next week she is referred to as Wet Brazilian and 

the above story isnõt half as interesting as I would have 

imagined. 

 

Left, Wet Brazilian sharing a charge with the Beer man.  
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GMõs Since Founding 
Year  Name Hash Name  

1974 Caryl Gurney  

1975 Caryl Gurney  

1976 Caryl Gurney  

1977 Jacqueline Anda   

1978 Sandra Duffy   

1979 Inger Blom   

1980 Lynne Higgins Lynx 

1981 Ingrid Nielsen   

1982 Anna Cooke  

1983 Andra Leo   

1984 Andra Leo   

1985 Andra Leo   

1986 Margaret Beaman   

1987 Manuella Tame  

1988 Sian Jones  

1989 Sian Jones /  

Jenny Moon (Dec)  

 

1990 Jill Cutchee   

1991 Eileen Davies Hot Pants  

1992 Eileen Davies Hot Pants  

1993 Jill Schulte  Hard Lay  

1994 Vanessa Rice Titilator  

1995 Frankie Hills  Black Widow  

1996 Karen Bishop Cookie 

1997 Elaine Mathieson  Ugly Bum 

1998 Karen Bishop Cookie 

1999 Ann Miles  Indianus  

2000  Ann Miles  Indianus  
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Year  Name Hash Name  

2001 Tamsin Barnes Pecker Checker  

2002  Peta Coates Wet Pet  

2003  Mary Jane Douglas  Confucius 

2004  Bereth Hale /  

Junita James  

Sex Pit /  

Dances with Kerbs  

2005  Kristy Chissom  Big Head 

2006  Vish Reynolds  Motherõs Tongue 

2007  Jennie Lim  Suzee Wong 

2008  Chris Newling  Wet ôn Wild 

2009  Chris Newling  Wet ôn Wild 

2010 Kaye Daly Shoe Shopper  

2011 Lorena Fereira  Wet Brazilian  

GMõs we have been able to find pictures of, more or less in order left to right and top to bot-

tom:  Caryl Gurney (now Mrs G), Lynx, Margaret Beaman, Hot Pants, Hard Lay, Black Widow, 

Ugly Bum, Cookie, Indianus, Pecker Checker, Wet Pet, Confucius, Sex Pit, Dances with Kerbs, 

Big Head, Motherõs Tongue, Suzee Wong, Wet ôn Wild, Shoe Shopper, and Wet Brazilian. 
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Mismanagement Committee  
 

Welcome to the 2000th run (approximately).  Minutes of painstaking research have verified that this is, probably, 

run number 2,000.  Of course we had run 2001 last Wednesday but experienced hashers are very familiar with 

the sneaky tricks used to get a milestone run on the right date, so this shouldnõt be surprising or shocking to any-

one.  The Harriets have used such sneaky tricks before, beginning with the 50th run on September 25th 1974, 

which was preceded by run 47 and followed by run 49.  What happened to run 48 will probably never be known, so 

that number has retrospectively been bestowed on 10th October 1979 for reasons that would take the rest of 

the page to explain.  But I digressé. 

 

The 2,000th run is a momentous event.  Not many hash clubs have got that far, only the Singapore Hash House 

Harriers have run longer in Singapore and only six Harriets clubs world -wide are òolderó than us.  So the incredi-

ble responsibility of organizing the 2,000th celebration fell to a few of us who were too drunk to know what we 

were saying yes to at the time.  In the case of a few of us, amnesia had also set in sufficiently to blank out those 

òremind me to never volunteer to do this againó thoughts after the last big event, the 35th anniversary run in 

2008 (ask me after Iõve had a few beers).  And few of the committee will have seen this gem I found in the ar-

chives, a letter from Michael Croft (then Interhash on sec for the Harriets (shock horror a man in a position of 

responsibility)) to Andra Leo, GM in 1983 ñsome sage words we should all have imprinted: òMy recommendation 

concerning your desire to hold a 555th Special Run is for you to go and lie down quietly until the feeling goes away 

éó  Michael goes on to say that òthe workload would fall back on the same half-dozen people, a large percentage 

of whom would be Associate members.ó  Fortunately, in the case of this run we had a nice balanced contribution 

of members and associate members.  

 

Our aim and hope has been to provide a fun event that everyone can enjoy, including the fabulous people who have 

put time and effort into organizing.  I would like to extend thanks on your behalf to those people.  

 

Shoe Shopper & Wet Patch , who not only hared the medium run, but also hosted many of the committee meet-

ings in the bar of Ridgewood Condo (donõt try the fish sauce omelet).  Shoe Shopper, a former GM, was also pret-

ty efficient at keeping the meetings on tracké 

 

Ugly Bum (also a former GM) & Ad Nauseum made a huge contribution by storing all the wine and managing not to 

drink too much of it.  Ad Nauseum did a fantastic job of keeping our budget on track (òyou want to spend how 

much on decorations?ó with an incredulous look).  And of course, they hared the short run. 

 

Loose Change & Zipp did a fabulous job with the shirts among many other things.  Loose Change is contributing 

and mixing the amazing punch (try it), after run refreshments, and decorations.  Zipp and Gypsy bought all the 

wine for Ad Nauseumõs office girls not to drink. 

 

Wet Brazilian , our current GM, stunned us all with a live demonstration of the decorations in our penultimate 

committee meeting, sending the men on the committee to drink.  I am sure you will all agree the decorations look 

fabulous, and if you find my old shoes please pass them back to me at the end of the night.  

 

Big Head hared the long run with Virginia Slim (I am sure you are all still out there and will read this if and when 

you get back).  
 

Wet ôn Wild as secretary occasionally took the minutes, arranged the committee dance, and took charge of on 

the day registration.  Sneaky Comer did the magazine, took the minutes when Wet ôn Wild wasnõt doing them, and 

tried very unsuccessfully to keep Wet õn Wild on track and sober during committee meetings.  He also tracked 

registrations and will be off to Rio as soon as the takings are added up.  
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Stiffener (right) and my lovely 

wife Wet ôn Wild (also a former 

GM, left) were in charge of regis-

tration.  

Herr Zipp agreed to be our DJ for the night and spent many long hours putting a track list together.  Stiffener, 

as usual, did a ton of running around quietly but not unnoticed.   Thanks also to Boxer, Stiffy, Kannot Kan and Kan 

the Kobra for providing various things we need on the day.  

 

As for the magazine, thanks for the photos to Kannot Kan who supplied 32GB of photos (yes members, they are 

around somewhere), Loose Change, Anne Mette Boe via Facebook, Impossible, Deeper Valley, Pecker Checker, Big 

Head, Not Tonight, Caryl Gurney, and Confucius for filling a gap in the archive for the 70õs.  Some of the photos 

supplied are from Father An*s, so some people have found a way to get them from him.  As for the content, that 

is Sneaky Comerõs responsibility and my sincere apologies for any errors or omissions.  My almost good lawyer is 

Boo. 

Long run hares Big Head and Virginia Slim.  On the right is what 

VS normally looks like after setting a run ñyou have been warned. 

Zipp and Gypsyñsorry guys couldnõt resist 

Medium run 

hares Shoe 

Shopper & Wet 

Patch (above 

left), Sneaky 

Comer & Wet ôn 

Wild (left), 

Short run hare 

Ad Nauseum pic-

tured with Sybil 

(right).  Ugly 

Bum, the other 

hare, is camera 

shy. 

Most of the mismanagement 

committee at the last meeting ñ

back left to right are Big Head, 

Virginia Slim, Ad Nauseum, Wet 

Patch, Sneaky Comer, Herr Zipp 

(DJ).  Front row left to right 

are Ugly Bum, Shoe Shopper, 

and Loose Change.  Not in photo 

(practicing committee dance) 

are Wet Brazilian and Wet ôn 

Wild.  
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MESSAGE TO HASH HOUSE HARRIETS FROM HASH HOUSE HARRIERS  

 
Dear Harriets, 

 
The Hash House Harriers would like to offer you our warmest congratulations on reaching your 2000 th run on Saturday 

22nd October 2011. 

 
As you know, there is a strong historical connection between our two hashes. In fact it has been claimed that the idea 

of a ladies hash was first mooted on Mondayôs Run 600 on Pulau Ubin on 7th July 1973. Then, soon after, the Harriets 
were officially formed with the first run on Wednesday 17 th October 1973. We believe that our first joint run with the 

Harriets was Run 628 on 14 January 1974 at the Swiss Club. 
 

In our archives we do have a couple of pictures of the hare that is purported to have set your first run, Ratnam Naraya-

nasamy, which we thought you might find of interest. One is from around 1973 and the other a recent photo from 2009.  
 

 

A glance at your website is evidence enough of a hash that has gone from strength to strength over the past 38 years. 
We may be accused, just occasionally, of being MCPs, and our brains may be a little further down our bodies than 

yours, but we do respect a great hash when we see one. The Hash House Harriets is a great hash. 

 
We wish you every success with your 2000th run celebration on Saturday 22nd October. 

 
ON ON 

Hash House Harriers 

7th October 2011 
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From our archiveséthe Menõs Hashé. 

Harriets were invited to the 

American Bicentennial Men's run 

on Saturday, July 3rd 1976 (in 

Johore). There is a snarky 

comment about "wonders will 

never cease from our Men's 

Hash" and a note of warning that 

ladies will not be looked after on 

the run (Newsletter #134).  
 
Attending this run were Sandra Duffy, Turid Roberg 

Larsen, Ann Golten, Doris Lane, Mary Jane Soon, 

Jacqui Anda, Sue Eustace, Mrs Savolainen, Joan 

Mathewson, Peg Fletcher, Helen Flanagan, Laurine 

Ford, Shirley Morunga.  

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ Υχχτ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ (ÁÒÒÉÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ 

./4 ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ 3(( (ÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ ύττÔÈ 2ÕÎ 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ υφÔÈ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ - ̈́ÓÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ 

-Ȣ#Ȣ0Ȣ΄Ó Á ΄ÍÓ΄ȦȦȦ΅ 

 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ Υχχτ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÈÅ -ÅÎ΄Ó (ÁÓÈ ÆÏÒ 

ÁÒÒÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ $ÁÙ ÏÕÔ ÒÕÎ ÏÎ φφÎÄ 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ υύϋύ - ̈́7Å ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÌÌÙȟ -Ȣ#Ȣ0΄Ó΅ 

 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ Υχχχ - ̈́3ÉÎÇÁÐÏÒÅ ÍÅÎ΄Ó ÈÁÓÈȢȢȢȢÁ 

ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÈÏÍÏȢȢȢÇÅÎÅÏÕÓ ÂÕÎÃÈȢȢȢ΅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ 

(ÁÒÒÉÅÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÎ ÏÎ ɉÎÏÔ ÒÕÎɊ ÏÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ 

φόÔÈ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÁÔ όÐÍ 

18/19 Feb 2012 

SHHH 50th Anniversary 

First Run 19/2/1961 

Singapore Hash House Harriers 
http://www.hhh50years.org/  

Register before 1 December 2011 
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How it all began ñthe 1970õs 

The first Harriets was Wednesday October 17, 1973.  The run started at 5:45pm 

as the time zone in Singapore at the time was 30 minutes behind where it is now 

(today, this would make a 6:15pm start).  The run started at the corner of Dover 

Road and Clementi Road, opposite Kent Cinema (now expunged).  One of the hares, 

at least, was Ratnam Narayanasamy from HHHS, there were others as well but no

-one can remember who. 

The notice of the run was 

published in the HHHS 

newsletter announcing their 

615th run, around the 10th 

October 1973.  


